* Lets us thank and worship God for his faithiulness
to the promise that the reality of the 490 year shiit
is coming. While all other nations are having dif-
ficulty, the Philippines economy is recovering.

* The only way for a real shiit in economy to happen
is when we become more of a producer nation in-
stead of a consumer nation. Although we are grate-
ful for the inflows of remittances... let's pray that
the money will not only be spent for consumption
But that the Filipinos will learn to save more and
invest a  their savings to entrepreneurship.

* Lets pray for Filipinos to spend wisely.and buy
more Filipino made items..this way we help avoid
recession at the same time encourage the develop-
ment of Filipino entrepreneurial products .

* As we look forward to the 490 shiit, We are claim-
ing that the next batch of elected government lead-
ers will incorporate and implement righteous and
compassionate economic policies that will merit
(od’s favour and grace and therefore bring this
nation to prosperity.

God bless the PHILIPPINES!
Let us also pray:

* For God to raise up more righteous businessmen
that will be a testimony of Kingdom Building in the
economic gate of society.

* For God to convict Christian businessmen of un-
righteousness and compromises.

* For God to bring the businesses of Christians out
of the world or Egypt or the world.

* For Christ to give Christian businessmen wisdom
and understanding in applying the spiritual princi-
ples to practice.

Education Watch

Fathers Gomez, Burgos, and Zamora (GOMBURZA)
were all graduates from the University of Santo Tomas
(UST). They used their education and they sought so-
cial reforms against the 300 year old tyrannical rule

of the Spanish regime. For that noble cause, they were
hanged.

In his letter to the staif of La Solidaridad in Paris, Dr.
Jose Rizal wrote, “GOMBURZA, reluctant martyrs started
it all... injustices and cruelties fired my young imagination...
and | pledge myseli to avenge those victims someday...”
It was another voice that cried out a great indignation
against injustices committed by a few elite individuals.

Let us pray:

* The the Academe would secure itself as a “voice in the
wilderness” should human rights, freedom, and justice
be at stake. Knowledge without a sting of power is
useless.

Education is a companion which no misfortune can
depress, no crime can destroy, no enemy can alienate.

The Laughter Yoga Club of the Philippines recently
signed an agreement with The Philippine Star in a joint
effort to teach yoga classes to schools in Caloocan City
early this year.

Schools are a common breeding ground of cult and
occultic practices. Christians are mere observers, if not
merely critics, rather than prime movers to change the
ailing educational system that corrupts our future leaders
- the children.

Let us pray that:

o Christians (specially parents) would not remain to be
passive observers but would take on the active role
of being prime movers of change in the educational
system,
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DIGGING UP THE WELLS OF REVIVAL

“And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which
they had digged in the days of Abraham his father;
for the Philistines had stopped them after the death of
Abraham: and he called their names after the names by
which his father had called them.” Gen 26:18

BY BISHOP DAN A. BALAIS

Revival is both a result of seasons of God and a
generation who hunger and thirst for it and are willing to
pay the high price for it to come! All throughout the Bible
this is clearly seen. When rain is about to come, the earth
must be ready to receive it! The Lord said in Isaiah: “Drop
down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour
down righteousness: let the earth open, and let them
bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up
together; | the LORD have created it.” (Isa 45:8). When
the Lord is about to do a new thing, He looks down upon
the earth and see if there are people who are ready for it
(Il Chron 16:9; Il Chron 7:14; Ezek 22:30 ).

The Lord spoke in Zechariah: “Ask ye ofthe LORD rain
in the time of latter rain so the LORD shall make bright
clouds, and give them showers ofrain, to everyone grass
in the field.” (Zec 10:1). In Hoseaq, the Lord further spoke:
“Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy;
break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the
LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”
(Hos 10:12). Revival and restoration is a season; but it is
ushered in by a people who are desperate, thirsty and
hungry for it!

This is so powerfully spoken of by God through the
prophet Isaiah: “Who hath heard such a thing? who
hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to
bring forth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at
once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth
her children” (Isa 66:8). We have to earnestly expect the
change of season for the nation as He revealed to us the
coming of the 490 years, but we also have to dig the wells
of revival for our nation! We have to break up the fallow
ground and travail for the birth of the new nation. Let us
continue to blow the trumpet calling a sacred fast all over
the country! Heaven is ready to rain down righteousness,
but the earth has to be prepared to receive it!



Religion/Church Watch

“And of the children of Issachar,
which were men that had understanding of the
times, to know what Israel ought to do...”
1Ch 12:32

The church has to be aware of the changing season
for the nation so that like men of Issachar, they would
know what to do. The Bible says that God’s people
perish for lack of knowledge. (Hosea 4:6)

Let us pray for:

* THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVELATION TO
COME UPON THE BODY OF CHRIST. With so many
voices and opinions about the nations state and
the perceived solutions, the church must inquire of
the Lord seeking His face and subjecting our minds
to the Lord’s mind, will and purpose.

PASSIONATE LEADERS WHO WILL RISE UP TO
THE CHALLENGE. For the destiny to be fulfilled,
the prophetic word of Cindy Jacobs says that it will
take a nation of Davids who will be willing to fight
for it so that it will come to pass (Prophecy given at
PUP at the JIL evening service. March 8, 2009). We
need pastors and leaders both on the prayer and
fasting mobilization and also the necessary action
to effectuate change in the nation.

THE INTENSIFICATION OF THE TWO YEAR
NATIONAL FAST (TYNF) The battle is raging in the
spiritual realm for the Philippines! Like Daniel, the
prophet pressed on for 21 days until the spiritual
breakthrough happened, we must fight and sound
the alarm to awaken the church and bombard the
heavens with our prayers and supplications for the
nation. The heavens must open upon the nation so
that God’s divine plan will finally be birthed in our
generation!
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The death of former President Cory Aquino has
raised the bar of expectations for those who will run
for public office, especially for the presidency.

Let us pray that:

 (God will awaken a burning desire for righteous gov-
ernance among Filipino voters

* More well-meaning people will dare join Philippine
politics and ofier themselves as alternative candidates
in the May 2010 elections.

* Reiorms in the electoral system will be put in place
(e.g. automated voting and counting)

» COMELEC will give priority (in terms of budget sup-
port) for massive voters’ education campaign

St Paul counselled his Timothy, his disciple, to pray for
those in authority that men may lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness and honesty (1 Tim 2:2). Let us
pray for our local chief executives (barangay chairman
and barangay council members, city/municipal mayor and
council, governor and provincial council members)

Business/Economy Watch
Q2 ECONOMIC GROWTH SEEN AT 2%

THE PHILIPPINES AVOIDED RECESSION IN THE
SECOND QUARTER to become one of few Asian econo-
mies to withstand the deepest global slump in decades.
We are thankful to strong inflows of remittances and
increased state spending, a Reuters poll shows.

Seven out of 12 economists forecast the economy
grew by a seasonally adjusted 2 percent in the second
quarter. This is a reversal of the previous quarter’s con-
traction of 2.3 percent.

Standard Chartered Bank was the most pessimistic,
saying the economy contracted by 0.5 percent year-on-
year in the second quarter. While Banco de Oro Universal
Bank said growth irom April to June should come in at
2.3. percent.

The National Economic and Development Authority
said that the economy likely bottomed out in the first
hali and should post stronger growth later this year when
election-related spending starts and consumers shop
ahead of the Christmas holidays.

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas on the other hand
said the economy could have grown by at least one percent
in the second quarter, noting the likely pickup in domestic
consumption during the period.

The BSP, which is tasked to keep the increase in
consumer prices within official targets, runs its own
estimates of gross domestic product (GDP) growth to
aid in its efforts of monitoring inilation.

“The economy is seen to have accelerated irom the
first quarter growth. A growth rate of at least one per-
cent ?in the second quarter] is possible,” a source from
the central bank involved in running GDP estimates.

The source said the expected faster pace of growth
in the second quarter was bolstered by an increase
in household spending, which in turn was supported
by the continued rise in remittances from overseas
Filipino workers.

Remittances, which largely fuel consumption,
reached $8.5 billion in the first half, up 2.9 percent
year-on-year, This beat most expectations, as many
private-sector economists thought remittances would
contract this year as a result of job cuts ofishore.

The BSP said remittances managed to sustain
growth because of the opening of more employment
opportunities in alternative labor markets. The number
of Filipinos who were laid off in crisis-stricken coun-
tries were more than offset by the new hires in other
markets.

Monetary oificials said many OFW households
in the first quarter cut back on spending and saved
more amid reports of layofis offshore. However, slight
improvements in global economic conditions already
made consumers more confident to spend starting in
the second quarter, officials added.

The BSP said the expected performance of the
domestic economy in the second quarter would keep
it on track to meet the government’s full-year growth
target of between 0.8 and 1.8 percent.

The target was brought down from an earlier range
of between 3.1 and 4.1 percent, given the ill-effects
of the global turmoil on the Philippines. Even if the
crisis is being driven by weaknesses in the economies
of industrialized nations, emerging economies like the
Philippines were not spared from adverse efiects.

Let us pray:

* That our economy will follow the 490 year shiit of
the nation to recovery.



