8. WE HAVE A RE-EMERGING MIDDLE CLASS MINDSET.
After over three decades of the OFW boom, we now

have a new generation of citizens steeped with modern
ideas coming from the highly successful host nations like
Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore and the United Sates. Europe
too has become host to hundreds of thousands of OWFs.
The OFWs who have experienced life in these highly devel-
oped nations can now compare and contrast these experi-
ences with the experiences in the motherland. In highly
developed nations there is to a greater extent, a greater
sense of accountability and a greater sense of justice and
fair play.

Let us pray:

* That our OFWs bring all that back home, and having been
enlightened by the experience will demand greater of
their leaders back home. Our people understand and say
enough is enough and are actually doing something about
it. That we might be able to dream dreams again.

9. WE ARE A YOUNG NATION.
Close to 30 million of our 45 million voters are 18 to 35
years old, very young.

Let us pray:
* That the young will be harnessed effectively. These young
voters can usher in the political and electoral change that

we need to happen for genuine political and economic
reforms to take place.

10.WE ARE A PEOPLE CREATED BY GOD WHO LOVE TO
LAUGH, WHO LOVE OUR FAMILIES.

We are a resilient people. We can draw unimaginable
strength and fortitude in times of difficulty in order to move
ahead. We know how to survive despite so much pain and
suffering, We know how to cope. We are willing to sacrifice
so much of ourselves in order to provide for our family, our
loved ones.

Let us pray:

e That this strength will not only bring us out of the mess
we are in but will ensure that we are able to reach greater
heights in our collective desire as a people to have a bet-

ter life for those we truly care for, for those who mean the
world to us.

Education Watch

Recently there are some issues being raised concerning
anomalies in the Department of Education. Some of these
are errorridden textbooks, purchase of packs of instant
noodles to feed school children etc.

Let us pray:

That Education Secretary Lapus would be able to get rid of
the corruption in the Department of Education.

That the budget allocated to the DepEd would not be wasted
but will be used to build more classrooms, correct those er-
ror-ridden textbooks and raise teachers’ monthly salaries.
That the instant noodles procured by the DepEd would reach
the 19 million public school children it was intended for.
That the Lord would give wisdom to the implementors of
DepEd'’s “Food for School” program so that they would come
up with food for the school children that's nutritious, deli-
cious, and is not costly.

Science & Technology Watch

Let us pray:

That despite scarce resources and limited government fund-
ing, Filipino scientists and inventors would continue to
develop and invent gadgets and technologies that would ben-
efit our nation and our people but other nations and people
as well,

That through science and technology we would become good
stewards of our national resources, and that we would learn
to maximize their use and think of ways to make them sus-
tainable.

That God would touch the hearts of the people in the govern-
ment and in the business sector to cause them to give their
full support (be it moral, financial, or in terms of legislation)
to our local inventors and their inventions.

That a new generation of health care providers (men and
women of compassion and courage) would rise up and take
Biblical health care seriously.

That these health care workers would not only take care of
the physical/medical needs of people, but their spiritual needs
as well, by fulfilling the Great Commission.

That health care staff would have Christ-like lives — to serve
as salt and light in their work place.
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THE ETERNAL PATHS OF GOD

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said,
We will not walk therein.” Jer 6:16

BY BISHOP DAN A. BALAIS

Everything in the whole universe was created with a distinct
purpose and design established by God, the Creator and Originator
of all things. The Lord God set in place the physical laws of nature as
well as the governing spiritual and moral laws of man, the highest of
all His created beings on the earth. Harmony, rest and well being exist
whenever these laws are kept. Disorder, misery and sufferings break in
whenever the laws of God are breached and disobeyed.

The Lord God, in creating Adam and Eve put these eternal laws
in their hearts (Ecc/ 3:17). There was harmony on the earth as Adam
and Eve walked in these eternal paths. When they disobeyed God
(Gen 3: 6-7), they departed from the ways of God and exposed themselves
to the curse of departing from the paths of God. The Lord then put
His redemptive plan to operation. Calling the patriarch Abraham, He
made a covenant with him and a promise that through him all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed (Gen 2:1-3; 17:5). From this covenant,
the nation of Israel was born, multiplied in the land of Egypt and at
God’s set time, received their freedom and deliverance through Moses
from the land of their captivity. In their wilderness journey, the Lord then
inscribed on tablets of stone the Ten Commandments and revealed to
Moses all the other statutes and ordinances that Israel, as a young nation,
should walk and live by. Moses wrote these laws and commandments to
be followed and obeyed by all Israel if they are to enjoy a life of blessing,
abundance and peace. Disobedience to the Law would bring the curses
and judgments to come upon them (Deut 28:1-68).

The prophets were raised up by God whenever Israel and their
leaders needed to be reminded to return back to the Laws of God. The
prophet Jeremiah at the very crucial time of Israel’s backsliding as a
nation spoke the word of the Lord to God’s covenant people: “ Stand in
the ways and see and look for the old paths where is the good way, and
walk therein, and you shall find rest for your souls...”. The “old paths” in
Hebrew is “Olam” which literally means that which came from eternity.
The old paths or ancient paths therefore are eternal principles of God
that men ought to live by if they are to enjoy the full blessings of God.
Israel was being called by God to return to the Laws of God and live by
it so that they would come out of their misery, disaster and shame, but
still they refused to walk in it.

Today, the same call is being given by the Lord to all peoples and
nations. If we are to come under the blessings and favor of God, we
have to go back to the Laws of God, the eternal principles that the
Lord has revealed to man to enjoy the blessings and goodness of God.
Let us pray that in this new season of grace the Philippines is entering
in, our people will truly return to the eternal paths of walking in God’s
righteous laws so that God'’s mercy and grace will come down upon our
beloved nation.



Ephesians 6:1-4: “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord for this is right. Honor your father and mother which
is the first commandment with a promise - that it may be
well with you and you may live long on the earth. And you,
fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”

Let us pray:

* That the children will learn to obey their parents in all
things except to sin deliberately. “Obeying them (parents)
means doing what they tell you even when you don’t want
to or when you would like to do something else. As long
as you keep fighting, struggling, and rebelling against your
parents, you are fighting God too.” (from Kingdom Living
Series, Lesson 10) Proverbs 1:8-9 even says, “My son,
hear the instruction of your father and forsake not the law
of your mother.”

* That the children will honor their fathers and mothers
for this responsibility continues for a lifetime. “Honoring
your parents means respecting their God-given authority
on your life, even when you think you know better. Don'’t
neglect to honor and love your parents while you are able.
Loving them means swallowing your hurt or pride and
doing right even when it is hardest to.” (from Kingdom
Living Series, Lesson 10) Among the Ten Commandments,
this is the only commandment with a promise - that chil-
dren who honor their parents shall have happy, productive
and fulfilling, long lives.

* That the fathers will learn to balance discipline with love,
not with anger. Let us pray that the fathers will have a
right relationship with God, become models of righteous-
ness, and take great responsibility to teach and train their
children with biblical family values.

Religion/Church Watch

“And of the children of Issachar, which were men
that had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do...” 1Ch 12:32

When the Lord changes the times and seasons of a
nation, the most important thing is for God’s people to
be able to discern and recognize such change so that they
would know what to do and how to position themselves in
such crucial times.

The 490th Year of the Philippines since the cross was
first planted is coming by 2011. Based on Daniel 9:24, a
spiritual parallel tells us that the Lord is about to make this
nation-changing shift to: 1) finish transgression; 2) to make
an end of sins; 3) to make reconciliation for iniquity; 4) to

bring in everlasting righteousness; 4) to seal up vision and
prophecy; 5) to anoint the Holy of Holies,

The church has a priestly and prophetic role both to the
princes (leaders of the pillars of society) and to the people of
the land to pave the way for God's prophetic agenda for the
nation in such a “Kairos” moment. The church and the religious
leaders must spearhead the call for the nation to return back to
(od and take a bold decisive action to lead our people towards
a lasting moral and spiritual reformation.

Let us pray:

* For the spirit of discernment, wisdom and understanding for
the church and the religious leaders of the land to know what
the Lord is doing and saying to the nation, (Isaiah 11:2-3)

e For the church and the religious leaders to come to God
and call for the cleansing of the house of God. (I Chronicles
29:1-11)

* For intercessors everywhere to rise up and prepare the way
of the Lord by coniessing the sins of the church and religious
leaders, the princes (political and business leaders) and the
people of the land (I Chronicles 7:14; Ezek 22:23-30)

* For the church and the religious leadership to take action and
get involved in laying a new foundation of righteousness and
justice in the land in all the eight pillars of society. The church
must be set free from the spirit of religiosity and begin to have
a clear understanding about the Gospel of the Kingdom of
God and what it entails. (Psalm 89:14; Matt 4:23; 24:14; Luke
17:21; Rom 14:17).

Government Watch

The global economic crisis is drawing mixed reactions
from different sectors. Pro-poor advocates are calling for cash
transfers but experience shows that targeting of beneficiar-
ies poses a problem (who are the poor and where are they
located?). Moreover, the government is hard-pressed for fi-
nances because tax collections are expected to decline due to
decreased sales, company closures, loss of job and slowdown
in business activities.

Let us pray:

* That Christian businessmen will seize the opportunity to pay
the right taxes. One way to shame the enemy is to obey
God's instruction, “give to Caesar (government) what is due
to Caesar” even as we pay our tithes to God.

* That God will protect the business concerns and jobs of our
brethren as God spared the Hebrew slaves irom the onslaught
of the plagues in Egypt (Exodus 8:22, 9:4,26, 11:7). Moreover,
the Hebrews plundered the Egyptians as they exited from the
land of slavery (Exo 12:35-36 %y This is the time for the right-
eous to receive their inheritance that was stored up for them
by the wicked (Prov 13:22, Ecc 2:26).

* That the DSWD, local government units and other con-
cerned agencies will be effective in targeting and address-
ing the needs of the poor, vulnerable and marginalized
sectors.

Please pray that Congressmen and Senators:

* Will conduct themselves with decorum and will prioritize
the interest of the people and the country before any
vested and selfish interests;

* Will prioritize the enactment of laws in order to help tide
the Philippines over the current recession;

* Will conduct investigations with utmost impartiality and
with an eye towards ferreting out the truth;

* loyalty to their party ends where their loyalty to their
country begins;

* Would lead in attempts to exposes corruption in the Phil-
ippines.

COMELEC WATCH

As early as 2005, we have been petitioning in
prayer for the automation of the Commission on Elec-
tions. In March 2009, Congress approved an PI11.3
billion budget for the conduct of a nationwide auto-
mated election in May 2010, But God did more than
what we prayed for — He placed our brother, Director
Ferdinand Rafanan, as chair of the Bids and Awards Com-
mittee (BAC) that will scrutinize the purchase of equipment
and software program for automation,

Let us pray:

* That God will direct the work of BAC members - they will
get good value for money and complete the purchasing
procedures before the end of May 2009.

* That bidders (and their cohorts) who have ill motives will
be exposed by the Lord and put to utter shame

 That Dir Rafanan will shine as an example of servant-
leadership in COMELEC

* That there will be enough time for the training/familiariza-
tion of election officers in the conduct of automated vot-

ing
Business/Economy Watch

HOPE FOR AN ECONOMIC RECOVERY

There is hope for an economic recovery. Let us pray
and work hard together as we look forward to our potential
as a nation. The following is adapted from Sen. Francis
Pangilinan's Ten Reasons Why There is Genuine Hope for
the Philippines, (Nos. 1 - 7 are in the April Issue):



