6. WE HAVE THE EMERGENCE OF A NEW
GENERATION OF PROGRESSIVE AND RESULTS-
ORIENTED PUBLIC SECTOR LEADERS.

Since the restoration of democracy in 1986 and the
passage of the Local Government code in 1991 (or some
20 years now), public officials have begun to work with
new resources (40% of national taxes are now plowed
back to LGUs compared to less than 10 percent in
1986) made available by decentralization. Today a new
generation of public sector leaders is emerging that is
empowered, that is vision-driven, and results-oriented.
This explains why we have successful Local Government
initiatives in Marikina, Makati, Naga City, Davao City,
lloilo City, Cebu City, Calbayog City and General Santos
City among others. Hence from a generation of public
sector leaders that by and large was corrupt, lacking
in vision, lacking in creativity and innovation, we now
have the emergence of a new generation of public sector
leaders with integrity, with proactive leadership and with
a commitment to reform and genuine change.

Let us pray:

* That a new brand of political leadership will emerge, fo-
cused on solving age-old problems in governance. The
old, failed methods utilized by the “trapos”, will soon be
crushed and defeated.

7. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY (ICT) ADVANCEMENT 1S
ENHANCING OUR SENSE OF NATIONHOOD.

We are fast becoming one nation, rather than a
“country” of many languages and many islands, now
being connected by information communication technol-
ogy. The ethno-linguistic barriers that used to keep us
divided are being shattered by the inter connectivity
of information technology. Today an entire generation
of Filipinos fully understand and can connect with the
Filipino language because of two decades of television
news in Filipino (all TV news used to be English until
1986). The three elements of nationhood are common
language, common territory and common economy. We
are now becoming a nation because information technol-
ogy is breaking the barriers that have prevented us from
becoming united as a people. It is also now reconnecting
some 10 Million Filipinos overseas to the motherland.

Let us pray:
« That we will become one nation and one people.

Education Watch

Thousands graduate from college each year
without finding jobs suitable for them. The reason for

this is either: the lack of skills in their chosen profession
or they are not equipped with the knowledge sought by
employers.

Let us pray:

e For the Department of Education (DepEd) to continue to
implement vocational and technical subjects in the curricu-
lum of public secondary schools to expose future college
students to technical or vocational courses in college.

* For trained and seasoned instructors to these vocational
- technical training courses in high school.

* For Universities and Colleges to adopt a competency-based
curriculum to match the needs of the job market with the
subjects the students are taught in college.

Science & Technology Watch

The current worldwide economic recession calls for
the re-evaluation of our dependence on the so-called “world
economy” - one of the ugly marks of which is the heavy
dependence on exports of raw materials from countries
who, through the years, were not able to develop their own
manufacturing industries for many reasons. As a result,
these countries from where the raw materials are sourced
remained poor and have been left after heavy extraction
by developed nations of their natural resources with every
form of environmental damage that causes calamities and
diseases to the natives of the countries.

It is high time to be more conscious of PROTECTING
and DEVELOPING our own natural resources.

Let us pray:

e That a new set of righteous and technically-prepared
government officials will be elected/ appointed to institute
policies and regulations that will, once and for all, secure
the national patrimony, and restructure institutions, to
assure that our God-given resources will benefit the present
and future generations. Destructive exploitation has been
promoted because of corruption and lack of locally-devel-
oped scientific knowledge appropriate to the Philippine
situation. Apart from corruption, the body of knowledge the
country relies upon in the extraction of natural resources
is mostly based on technology developed for other coun-
tries and rarely considers hazards and external factors.
While there might be scientific knowledge that is generally
applicable, the fine details of the extraction process has to
consider the unique characteristics of the area, the people,
and the specific natural resource being extracted.

* That the LORD will continue to raise up patriotic young
men and women inclined to take up basic science profes-
sions to build up a new core of scientists with a passion for
(od and country. Majority of our young generations favor

white-collar jobs, and even for those who take up engineer-
ing, agriculture, forestry, environmental degrees, want to
remain in air-conditioned offices, instead of going out into
the countryside.

* That the spirit of deception in the young generation - that
despises hard work and rural life be broken. Every young
person wants to be a movie star or a CEO in Manila, or
wants to go abroad. This attitude is a contravention to the
development of patient, persevering scientists, who would
love to return to the provinces, aiter acquiring a degree, and
discovering what the nation have, and contributing towards
its development.

Pampanga Watch

Let us pray:

e That illegal gambling in Pampanga such as jueteng and
“bularit”, a small cock fighting in the barangays, will be
completely eradicated.

 That the true nature and ownership of small-time lotto
games will be exposed.

* That the Council which is composed of mayors and the
police force formed to stop illegal gambling will be truly
committed and responsible to do their part.

TYNF Fasting Units Update

As of March 26, 2009, the IFP National office has
received the registration of 2,118 fasting Fasting Units for the
whole nation. This is about 21.18% of the target number of
Fasting Units set during the last Coordinators’ Consultation
Meeting held last November 2008 in Lucena, Quezon.

Fasting Units Commitment i
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Total Registered as of Mar ‘09

For more information, please contact:
INTERCESSORS FOR THE PHILIPPINES, INC.
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& http:/fiiphilippines.net
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SEIZING OUR NATION’S PROPHETIC DESTINY

“Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion:
for the time to favour her,
yea, the set time, is come.” Psa 102:13

BY BISHOP DAN A. BALAIS

The most recent prophetic pronouncements declare
that the nation of the Philippines is entering into a new
season in God’s prophetic purpose for her. This is our “Kairos”
that we must seize, an opportunity that we must not allow
to slip by us!

In the just concluded Philippines for Jesus Movement
(PIM) prophetic conference (March 6-7, 2009) where | was
privileged to share the platform with Prophetess Cindy
Jacobs, | received the impression from the Holy Spirit to
count the number of years from the time the Portuguese
explorer, Ferdinand Magellan “discovered” the Philippines
on March 16, 1521. As | was about to be called to the stage for
the opening session in the packed 7,000 capacity San Juan
Arena, | asked Pastor Ed de Guzman, my vice chairman in
the Intercessors for the Philippines, to quickly find out from
his cell phone calculator how many years transpired since
Philippines was formally introduced to the world. Pastor
Ed replied: 488 years! Immediately, revelation exploded in
my spirit shouting: 490 years! 490 years! In two years time,
we will complete the prophetic completion of seven sets of
seventy years (Dan 9:24)! As | was climbing to address the
more than 6,000 people, my knees were trembling of the
sudden unveiling of truth!

Through the nation’s history of some 488 years, the
Philippines was a recipient of two glorious birth rights:
the first Christian nation in Asia and the first democratic
Republic in the region. Our people enjoyed the blessings
of our Christian heritage reaching its peak in the 1930’
and the 50’s. By the turn of the 1960’s the glory began to
fade. From prosperity and progress unequalled in Asia, we
declined precipitously to our terrible position now being
known as the most corrupt and suffering worst social
maladies among the family of nations in the region. The
nation did not grasp the destiny and purpose of the birth
rights: To be God’s banner, God’s witness and testimony to
Asia and the rest of the world.

To bring us to that realization, the Lord brought us
through the fire of affliction to purify us and raise a new
generation of people who, through sufferings, will learn to
obey God and walk in His righteousness (Isaiah 26:9). This
generation is our generation! We are the people tasked by
the Lord to seize our nation’s prophetic destiny! Let us fast,
pray and take action!
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It has been revealed by the Holy Spirit through
Dr. Cindy Jacobs that the spirit of fatherlessness or
“orphan spirit” exists in our nation.

Let us pray:

« That Psalm 68:5-6 will be real to the Filipino families
— that the living God will be a father to the fatherless
and the children of the OFWs; that God will be the de-
fender of widows, and that God will uphold the lonely
and the abandoned children.

That Malachi 4:6 will come to pass and that there will
be true reconciliation between parents and children
- turning the hearts of the fathers to their children
and the hearts of the children to their fathers; that the
members of the family will choose to forgive the hurts
and the offenses; that the love of God and the love
for one another will cover the “multitude of sins” and
shortcomings; that the parents will be more expressive
of their love to their children in words and in deeds and
will not be ashamed in saying “/ love you, anak!”
That the head of the families, the fathers, will rise up
to their roles as king or leader, prophet, priest, and
provider; that the fathers will lead to build family altars
in their homes.

Religion/Church Watch

The Lord is preparing the nation for a change of
spiritual season. Like the prophet Daniel, the Church
needs to fast and pray to give birth to this “set time” for
the Lord’s mercy upon our land and people.

Let us pray:

* For continuing intensification and wider participation
of the Body of Christ in the IFP-launched Two Year
National Fast (TYNF).

For the cleansing and the spirit of holiness to come

upon the Body of Christ. If we are to pray for the Lord’s

cleansing upon the land, it must start with the church

(Il Chron 7:14; 1 Chron 29:1-11),

* For true unity and reconciliation of the Body. The Lord
is separating the chaff from the wheat; the wheat from
the tares. True repentance brings true reconciliation.
The Body of Christ must amend her ways. (Psalm 1:1-5;
Psalm 133;1-3)

* For the power of God to come upon God’s people in
being effective witnesses of the gospel of the Kingdom.
The change of season will open the hearts of our
people to the gospel. We must prepare for this great
harvest of souls and be able to effectively disciple our
people. (Matt 28:18-20; Rom 1:16)
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Local Governance

Many LGUs are not able to provide basic services to
their constituents because of the following reasons:

a. Failure to exercise their taxing powers (espe-
cially real property tax) for fear of losing votes in
succeeding elections,

b. Reliance on national transfers (IRA) and funding
assistance from Congress members [PDAF,

¢. Wrong spending priorities (highly-visible projects such
as multi-purpose halls and basketball courts instead of
high-impact support to basic education, health services,
farm-to-market roads, etc.), and

d. Inighting among local leaders (governor, vice-
governor, board members, mayor, vice-mayor, council
members) because of partisan politics.

Let us pray:

 That God will change the political landscape during the
2010 elections — that good local administrators will be
voted into office and corrupt political elites will be removed
from their positions of power. Call forth the “politicians”
to arise! (According to the Webster Dictionary, “politics” is
that part of ethics which relates to the regulation/govern-
ment of a nation for the preservation of its safety, peace
and prosperity). What we have now is perverted politics
because the “righteous or made right before God through
Christ” have surrendered their posts to the devil.

Legislative Branch (House and Senate)

Let us join our brethren in The House of Representa-
tives and the Senate in declaring that:

* (od will transform Congress into a “House of the People”
because it is the Lord (not men) that builds up a house
(Ps 127).

No longer shall it be called a “House of Represent-the-

Thieves” but will be known as the “House of prayer for

all nations” where petitions/prayers are made in behalf of

greater number of people - not of few vested interests (Isa

56:7, Mt 21:13, Mk 11:17)

» That the Senate will indeed be ‘“the conscience of the
nation”

* (od will reign and rule over the affairs of Congress for He
is the Lawgiver and Judge; that all laws that will be passed
will be aligned to God’s purpose for the Philippines;

o That the Senate and the House will conduct investigations
to ferret out the truth and not just to grandstand or to gain
political capital;

e That courageous and righteous witnesses Wwill attend
legislative investigations. Pray also for God's protection for
them and their families;

e That  congressional budgetary deliberations will be
transparent and will lead to more efficient government
spending,

Business/Economy Watch

HOPE FOR AN ECONOMIC RECOVERY

There is hope for an economic recovery. Let us pray
and work hard together as we look forward to our potential
as a nation. The following is adapted from Sen. Francis
Pangilinan’s Ten Reasons Why There is Genuine Hope for
the Philippines:

1. WE ARE LOCATED IN THE CENTER OF EAST ASIA.

We are strategically located at the heart of East Asia.
North East Asia (Japan, China, Korea, Taiwan, HK) and
South East Asia (Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines,
Indonesia, Brunei, Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos) com-
bined makes East Asia. If ours were a real estate venture in
a commercial area, ours is a location to die for.

Let us pray:

* To be the shipping and air transport hub of East Asia.
We can be the top tourist destination of the region. We can
be the cultural center of the region for performing arts.

2. WE ARE NO. 1 in AQUAMARINE RESOURCES
WORLDWIDE.

We have the most diverse aquamarine ecosystem in the
entire world that if managed properly will feed not only our
hungry people but will be a source of huge revenue coming
from a world in dire need of aquamarine resources such
as fish, seaweed, and other similar products - the Seafood
Basket and Aquamarine Resource Center of the world.

Let us pray:
* To be the aquamarine resource powerhouse of the world.

3. WE HAVE A HUGE TOURISM INDUSTRY POTENTIAL.

Our people are by nature extremely friendly and hospi-
table, with beautiful island beaches unsurpassed in the re-
gion. We are only doing/achieving some 3M tourist arrivals
annually while our neighbours are doing four or five times
more with 12 to 15 Million tourist visits annually. China
alone has a potential 100M tourist by 2015. It has been said
that other countries in the ASEAN are doing so much more
with so little in terms of natural wonders and beautiful sites
while we are doing so little with so much.

Let us pray:

o That with the right infrastructure such as highways and
airports and seaports in place we can be the number
one tourist destination in Asean if not Asia.

4, WE ARE NOW NO. 2 IN THE BPO INDUSTRY
WORLDWIDE AND CAN BECOME NO. 1.

We are currently second to India in the Business
Process Outsourcing Industry. The Philippines is ranked
#1 in the availability of knowledge-based jobs and work-
ers worldwide, and ranked 4th among Asian nations in
terms of labor quality, according to a survey conducted
by the U.S. based Meta Group. Aside from the huge pool
of productive, trainable and multi-skilled labor force, the
country competes in the quality of its managers and in-
formation technology (IT) staff and engineers, account-
ants, finance and logistics services, web design and
animation. The unique edge comes from a high level of
proficiency in English (the Philippines is the 3rd largest
English-speaking country in the world). Moreover, the
World Competitiveness Report 2001 ranked the Philip-
pines 16th of 49 countries for “International Business
Experience.” These professionals are also particularly
noteworthy for their marked customer service orienta-
tion, superior work ethics, high degree of trainability, flex-
ibility, multi cultural adaptability, and loyalty. Rounding
up the Philippines’ as a BPO destination are its strategic
location, the availability of prime yet low-cost real estate
in the country, its good and increasingly cost-competitive
telecommunications and other business infrastructure,
its expatriate-agreeable lifestyle, and its progressively
IT-supportive policies and incentives. This industry
expects 30 percent growth,

Let us pray:
* That this year despite the worldwide recession, as for-
eign companies look aggressively to lowering costs of

doing business, they would look to business outsourc-
ing in the Philippines.

5. WE ARE AN EXTREMELY CREATIVE AND
ARTISTIC PEOPLE.
We have been called the songbirds of Asia. Our
reputation as performers is legendary throughout the
world (although we have never been boastful about it).

Let us pray:

 That we can be the center of performing arts in Asia
wherein millions would visit the country annually to
marvel at our cultural performances and our artistic
productions.



